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(54) Title; AUDIBLE TRADING CARD

(57) Abstract

A tradine card (10) has a housing (14) and an image displayed on one of the housing surfaces. A switch (22) is on the housing

which wS «tiv?ed
(

^
activates a mechanism for storing L playing a recordmg of an event associated w,th the .mage through a speaker

(48) in the housing which provides an audible sound recording of an event associated with the image.
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AUDIBLE TRADING CARD

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to trading cards such as baseball, football, basketball or

the like and, more particularly, to trading cards which generate an audible highlight of the

player depicted on the trading card.

Trading cards and particularly baseball trading cards, date back to the late 1800's

when trading cards accompanied tobacco products. Through the years, trading cards have

been sold with chewing gum. However, as the number of collectors and the demand has

increased, trading cards are separately packaged and sold by themselves. A number of

traders and dealers exists which sell individual cards of various players of specific years.

Thus, there is a demand for trading cards and also for new ways of promoting them.

Ordinarily, a trading card, being a rectangular paperboard sheet, has a picture of the

player on the front and his statistics on the back of the card. Various attempts have been

made at altering this format, all with varied success. Different types of holographic or three

dimensional cards have been manufactured in the past. Also, attempts have been made to

have a card which is passed through a card reading machine which provides audible statistics

of the player on the card. However, it appears that trading card enthusiasts and collector

returns to the paperboard trading cards. Thus, trading cards have not changed much, other

than from engraved printed cards to color photographs cards, over the years.

Due to the stagnant state of the trading card field, which has exhibited little, if any,

change over the years, there is a need to stimulate the trading card enthusiast and provide

him with more variety. The present invention provides the art with a new trading card. The

present invention provides a trading card which emits an audible voice of a career highlight

of the depicted player. The present invention enables the user to actively interface with the
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card by pressing a switch so that he can listen to a fantastic moment. While the present

invention provides the collector with the usual information, it presents it in a high technology

manner.

From the following detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompanying

drawings and subjoined claims, other objects and advantages of the present invention will

become apparent to those skilled in the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a trading card in accordance with the present

invention.

Figure 2 is an exploded viewr of the trading card of Figure 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Turning to the figures, particularly Figure 1, a trading card is illustrated and

designated with the reference numeral 10. The trading card 10 includes a front sheet 12, a

housing 14 and a rear sheet 16.

The front sheet 12 may be a film or the like or it may be a paperboard card. The

front sheet 12 includes an image such as a photograph of a player 20. Also, if the front

sheet 12 is a membrane film, a membrane switch 22 is unitarily formed at a bottom corner

of the sheet 12. The switch 22 may be outlined and include an icon representative of the

sport of the player shown on the card. Such icons may be a baseball, football, basketball,

golf ball or club, or hockey stick or puck. Also, a non-membrane switch, which may be

spring loaded or may be of a touch switch type version, may be substituted for the membrane

switch.
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The housing 14 has an overall rectangular shape with longitudinal side edges 24, 26

and lateral side edges 28 and 30. The housing includes an internal wall 32 which divides and

separates the housing into receiving areas for various components. The housing area 36

houses the battery pack 38. The battery pack 38 is coupled on a pull out tray 39 to enable

replacement of the batteries 41. Detentes 43 on the tray 39 or housing hold the tray within

grooves 45 of the housing. The housing area 40 houses the portion of the switch 43 which

is connected with the circuit board 44. The housing also includes a speaker portion 46 which

houses the speaker 48. The speaker 48 includes leads 49 which electrically couple the

speaker with the circuit board 44, which in turn is electrically coupled to the switch, which

in turn is electrically coupled with the battery pack 38.

The circuit board 44 includes voice synthesized chips which store an audible voice

of one or more highlight events associated with the career of the image 20 on the front sheet

12. The switch 43 is activated via pressing the switch 22, which causes the audible voice

to be played through the speaker 48.

The rear sheet 16 is secured to the bottom of the housing 14. The rear sheet 16

includes indicia 60 such as statistics or the like of the player's career, thus providing the

trading card 10 with the overall appearance of a traditional trading card.

While the above detailed description describes the preferred embodiment of the

present invention, the invention is susceptible to modification, variation, and alteration

without deviating from the scope and fair meaning of the subjoined claims.
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CLAIMS

1. An audible trading card comprising;

a card shaped housing having at least one display surface;

an image on said display surface;

a speaker in said housing for providing sound;

means for storing and playing a recording of an event associated with said

image, said means for storing and playing associated with said speaker; and

means for activating said storage and playing means such that, upon activation,

the recording is played and audible sound is heard from the speaker, said activating means

on said housing such that said activating means is easily operated by a user.

2. The audible trading card according to claim 1 wherein said storing and playing

means includes a battery power source.

3. The audible trading card according to claim 1 wherein said actuating means

is a push button on the housing.

4. The audible trading card according to claim 3 wherein said push button is on

said display surface of said housing.

5. The audible trading card according to claim 4 wherein said push button is

designed to simulate equipment associated with the image's field.
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6. The audible trading card according to claim 5 wherein said push button

simulates a baseball or bat, football, basketball, soccer ball, hockey puck or stick, golf ball

or cluo, or the like.

7. The audible trading card according to claim 1 wherein said housing includes

a second display surface opposing said first display surface.

8. The audible trading card according to claim 7 wherein said second display

surface includes indicia associated with the image's field.

9. The audible trading card according to claim 1 wherein said housing has an

overall box shape with two opposing display surfaces and longitudinal and lateral side edges.

10. The audible trading card according to claim 9 wherein said actuating means

is on a side edge.

1 1 . The audible trading card according to claim 1 wherein said storing and playing

means is positioned within said housing.

12. The audible trading card according to claim 1 wherein said trading card is a

self contained unit.

13. The audible trading card according to claim 1 wherein said image is on a

membrane and said membrane includes activating means.



WO 96/02047 PCT/US95/08650

- 6 -

14. A method of playing a recording associated with a trading card, comprising:

providing a trading card having means for storing and playing a recording of

an event, and an activating means coupled with said storing and playing means;

actuating said activating means such that said storing and playing means

generates an audible signal which may be heard by the user.

15. The method according to claim 14 and repeatedly actuating said activating

means to replay said audible signal.
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